James H . Lesar 

ATTORNEY AT LAW 

910 SIXTEENTH STREET, N. W. SUITE 600 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006 

Telephone (202) 223-5587 


November 20, 1978 


Professor G. Robert Blakey 
Chief Counsel and Director 
Select Committee on Assassinations 
3331 House Office Building, Annex 2 
Washington, D.C. 20515 

Dear Professor Blakey: 

You have subpoenaed my client, Mr. John Larry Ray, to 
testify before your Committee on November 30, 1978. I will 
represent Mr. Ray at that hearing. I will be assisted by my 
investigator, Mr. Harold Weisberg. 

Three years ago Mr. Weisberg suffered an attack of thrombo- 
phlebitis. His circulatory problems thus require that he keep 
his legs elevated while seated. He frequently uses his attache 
case for this purpose. This can be done in an unobtrusive manner 
which will not distract from the proceedings. I mention this so 
that the Committee will understand that when Mr. Weisberg does 
this he intends no disrespect for the Committee- but is required 
to do so for medical reasons . 

As you are aware, I have repeatedly requested that you 
provide me with copies of the transcripts of the testimony given 
by my clients, John Ray and Carol Pepper. More recently, I have 
also requested that you provide me with the notes which I made 
on these transcripts while reviewing them at the Committee's 
offices but which your staff has confiscated. 

You have refused these requests. This makes it impossible 
for my investigator, who is far more knowledgeable in matters 
concerning John Ray than I am, to help John Ray and me prepare 
for the coming hearing. I see no justification for your refusal 
to provide me with copies of these transcripts or my notes on 
them. Mr. Mark Speiser of your staff has informed me that the 
transcripts of John Ray's testimony and my notes on them will be 
provided to me at the time he testifies. As you know very well, 
this will be too late for them to be of any real assistance. I 
can only conclude that the Committee's tactics are intended to 
further harass and intimidate John Ray and to prevent certain 
unpalatable facts about the Committee's prejudices and methods 
from becoming public knowledge. 



If this is not the case, I am sure you will reconsider 
your position and provide me with copies of the transcripts and 
my notes on them immediately. I again ask that you do this. 


Sincerely yours. 


James H. Lesar 



